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Before we begin 

Questions are welcome! Please post these under ‘Q/A’ 

Discussion with fellow attendees should be posted under 
‘Chat’ 

A link to today’s recording will be emailed to attendees. A 
recording will be posted on the SMART IRB website 

Your feedback is valued! Please complete the survey at the 
end of the SMART Talk! The survey will be emailed as well. 
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SMART IRB: Your Roadmap to Single IRB Review 

Agreement 

Providing a common, 

comprehensive 

framework reliance 

agreement with 1490+ 

signatories across 

North America 

Reliance System 

Your home to request, 

document, and track 

reliance requests with 

fellow SMART IRB 

Participating 

Institutions 

Harmonization 

Strategically align 

your institution’s 

policies and 

procedures with 

industry best 

practices 

Resources & 

Education 

Explore an ever-

growing portfolio of 

customizable resources 

for your institution’s 

reliance program 

Support 

Need 

assistance? 

Check out our 

Support Center, 

Ambassadors, 

and Helpdesk

https://smartirb.org/resources/
https://smartirb.org/resources/
https://support.smartirb.org/hc/en-us
https://support.smartirb.org/hc/en-us
https://smartirb.org/ambassadors/
https://support.smartirb.org/hc/en-us/requests/new
https://smartirb.org/participating-institutions/
https://smartirb.org/harmonization/
https://smartirb.org
https://smartirb.org/agreement/
https://app.smartirb.org/smartirb-app/home
https://smartirb.org/participating-institutions/


SMART IRB Version 3.0 

Participating Institutions 

770 
institutions have joined 

Version 3.0 

47 states with at least one 

participating institution 

9 in the District of Columbia 

6 in Puerto Rico 

1 in Canada

Institutions per state

51 or more

31 – 50

16 – 30

6 – 15

1 – 5

None yet

Participating institutions as of September 14, 2026 smartirb.org 4
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Local Considerations Harmonization: Now Live! 
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Experts across the US convened to establish: 

• A Shared Definition: Distinguishing local 

considerations from standard IRB review 

• Streamlined Data Collection: Clarifying what 

Reviewing IRBs need from Relying Institutions 

• Continuous Assessment: Evaluating local context 

throughout the entire study lifecycle 

• Updated Resources: Institutional Profile, Study-

Specific Document, and more 

Learn more today! 

www.smartirb.org/harmonization 

http://www.smartirb.org/harmonization
https://smartirb.org
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Institutional Profile 
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➢ Summary of an Institution’s state, local and 

Institutional requirements that apply to all protocols 

➢ Completed by the Institution’s POC (Site Admins) 

within the SMART IRB Reliance System 

➢ Publicly available on the Participating Institutions Page 

➢ New Features 

➢ Concise format 

➢ Date content last updated

https://smartirb.org


Some Recent SMART Talks To Note 

To Be Great Is to Be Misunderstood: Common SMART IRB 
Myths Debunked (2026) 

All Aboard! Helping Researchers and Research Partners 
Navigate Single IRB (2026) 

The Indemnification Dilemma & Single IRB: What? Why? And 
Why Not? (2025) 

How Shall I Staff for Single IRB? Let Me Count the 
Ways…Exploring Models of Reliance Staffing (2025) 

7https://smartirb.org/smart-talks/

https://smartirb.org
https://smartirb.org/smart-talks/


What’s Working (and What Isn’t) in this Single 
IRB World 

Moderator: 
Nichelle Cobb, SMART IRB Ambassador At Large + Senior Advisor 

Panelists: 
Beth Poplaski, Senior Reliance Specialist, Emory University 
Wanda Quezada, Director, Regulatory Oversight, Houston Methodist Research 
Institute 
Lisa Rigtrup, Senior Manager, Single IRB Reliance, University of Utah 

SMA 
R 

RTIRB.org
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Next SMART Talk 
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Inquiring Minds Want to Know: Insights from the SMART IRB 
Survey 

October 21, 2026, 2-3:30 pm EST

https://smartirb.org
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